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vailed throughout the South. Suet at least was the
disposition of Charlemagne himself, and the author of
the Carolinian Books.

Constantine Copronymus, the Iconoclast, had en-
deavoured to make an alliance with Pepin
the Frank. Pepin held a council on image-
worship at Gentilly, at which the ambassadors of Copro-
nymus appeared, it is not known for what ostensible
purposes, perhaps to negotiate a matrimonial union be-
tween the courts, but no doubt with the view to detach
Pepin from the support of the Italian rebels to the
Eastern Empire. Of these the real head was the Pope,
whose refusal of allegiance to the Emperor, and alliance
with the Franks, were defended on the plea that the
Emperor was an iconoclast and a heretic. Pepin pro-
bably took no great pains to understand the religious
question; in that he was content to acquiesce in the
judgement of the Pope; nor were the offers of Constan-
tine sufficiently tempting to incline him to break up his
Italian policy. linage-worship remained an undecided
question with the Franks.

But Charlemagne and the Council of Frankfort pro-
claimed their deliberate judgement on a question
already, it might seem, decided by a Council which
aspired to be thought (Ecumenic, and by the notorious
sanction of more than one Pope. The canon of the
Council of Frankfort overstates the decrees of Niesea.
It arraigns that synod as commanding, under the pain
of anathema, the same service and adoration to be paid
to the images as to the Divine Trinity. This adoration
they reject with contempt, and condemn with one voice.
But the brief decree of Frankfort must be considered in
connexion with the deliberate and declared opinions of
Charlemange, as contained in the famous Carolinian